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PATEROS & THE SUNNY
OKANOGAN
Pateros, population 685, is a small
riverfront community in the heart of North
Central Washington. Pateros is located in the
foothills of the Cascades and the confluence of
the Columbia and Methow River, and serves as
recreation basecamp for the eastern slopes of
the Cascades; the Methow, Okanogan, and
Columbia river basins; and the desert landscapes
of eastern Washington.
To the north is the wild and rugged
Okanogan Highlands, Omak, and the Canadian
Border. To the east is home of the Colville
Confederated Tribes, Nespelem, and the Coulee

North Central Washington

Corridor that ends at the Grand Coulee Dam.
Twenty minutes to the south lies the tourist
destination Lake Chelan and it’s Mediterranean‐
like wine country. To the north east the Cascade

Leave the frantic blur of counting-time behind.
Visit, explore Pateros and savor the moment,
or live simply in Pateros and savor life.

Pateros ‐ at the confluence of the Methow and Columbia Rivers
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Loop winds through the Methow Valley, through
the logging town of Twisp, and the Western
Town of Winthrop, on its way to Liberty Bell
Mountain at the top of Washington Pass.
Okanogan County is Washington’s
largest county, larger than the state of
Delaware, Connecticut, or Rhode Island. Public
lands cover 70% of the county and the density of
population is less than 8 persons per square
mile. The Pateros School District has about 250
kids spread out over about 250 square miles.
Pateros is the southern gateway to
Okanogan County and commerce that extends
along the US‐97 and rail corridor to Canada. In
addition to a profitable tourism industry, Pateros
has a long history of growing and processing
fresh fruit. The first crops, of the early 1900s
were sent out by steam boat and rail, and now
an average of 1700 trucks pass through Pateros
each day, many in route to deliver fresh fruit to
the greater US or internationally through the
ports of Seattle or Tacoma.

Pateros has four seasons of sunshine.
Summer time temperatures average in the
upper 80s and winter time temperatures in the
low 30s. An average of almost 200 days of
sunshine and almost 6 feet of snow a year,
makes Pateros a year around haven for
recreators and sportsman.
Pateros has a long history of hospitality,
as its first commercial establishment was the
Ives Hotel and Livery built on the banks of the
Columbia in 1894. Today Memorial Park sits on
that site, and the City has five waterfront parks,
two boat launches, walking trails, and camping
areas. The popular City parks are directly
connected to the downtown business core.

City leadership is routinely engaged with
state/federal agencies in effort to bring
additional resources to small businesses.
Pateros has lots of opportunities for the
entrepreneur. The city is eager to assist
incoming business; agile in addressing needs;
and created flexible in zoning. Pateros is a
federally designated “Opportunity Zone”.

About as fast‐paced as it gets in Pateros
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CHOOSE PATEROS
Pateros is small in population; big in
community and heart; and home of the
famous Apple Pie Jamboree that has hosted
senators and governors.
Pateros is home of art and artists. Home of
Richard Beyer’s Foundry and art; Richard
Elliot’s Reflection on the Columbia; and
Smoker Marchand’s tribute to local native
history and Fisherman sculpture.
Pateros is ripe with opportunity in the
agriculture and fruit industry. Cool nights,
sunny days and a long summer are the ideal
growing condition for fresh fruit.
Pateros is rural and remote with the typical
commute taking less than 15 minutes. No
traffic; no stop lights; and no stress.
However, when in need, there is a
McDonalds 6 miles away, a Walmart 15 miles
away, and an airport with daily commercial
flights 60 miles away.

Richard Beyers' "Fish Swimming over Old Pateros"

Pateros is connected, while being about as
far away from the big city as it can get.
Connected to goods – US‐97 is a primary
transportation corridor, and it is only 144
miles to Spokane or 199 miles to Seattle.
Connected to data – Pateros is connected to
broadband fiber optic.
Pateros is home of the simple life, where
equity in the family home is still going up. In
2000 median house value was $101,700 and
it was $233,919 in 2017.

“For fast-acting relief, try slowing down.”
‐Lily Tomlin

Pateros City Hall/Visitor Center/Museum, 113 Lakeshore Drive
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Pateros is home of the Billy and Nanny
Goats, and every child is valued for their
unique talent, whether it is, academics,
dribbling down the court or playing “China
Grove” in the pep‐band.
Pateros is rich in history – It is the ancestral
home of the Methow Tribe; and the 1811,
exploratory route of David Thompson’s
Columbia Brigade; and named after an 1899
First Washington Volunteer Infantry
Regiment battle site in the Philippines.
Pateros is resilient in disaster. After the
2014 Carlton Complex Wildfire destroyed
over 30 homes, the community rebuilt
homes and lives with 10s of thousands of
volunteer hours from locals and abroad.
Pateros is dry. (Not in the alcohol sense, as it
just approved outdoor café style eating with
alcohol sales in its downtown.) It gets about
18” of rain a year, less than half the state
average. However, in City limits, there is
plenty of water for new homes, business,
and industry, unlike much of the surrounding
region.

Pateros is a powerhouse of labor providing
employees for both Chief Joseph and Azwell
dams. Residents of Pateros work in
surrounding hospitals, schools, local
government, agriculture, retail, and
hospitality industries.
Whether you visit, explore, or stay in
Pateros, it is your basecamp to recreation.
Pateros has two lakefront motels and a
budding Airbnb industry. There are eating
establishments
including
restaurants,
bakery and a saloon. Okanogan County alone
(not including the neighboring Chelan and
Douglas Counties), boast the largest cross‐
country ski trail system in the USA with 3,000
miles of trails, 3 million acres of public lands,
2 ski hills, 3 scenic byways, 600 lakes, 200
water and wildlife access areas, and 6 golf
courses and a casino.
People choose Pateros for the quality of life
it offers. It is simpler, slower, and real!
Families choose Pateros to nurture
possibility and potential in the next
generation.

“Time is the new money.”
‐ Richard Branson

Riverview Pavilion entertainment center – connecting the business district and the waterfront park.
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TRAVEL & DIRECTIONS
Located in north central Washington in the
foothills of the Cascade Mountains and on the
banks of the Columbia River. The Okanogan ‐
Highlands are to the north; the Lake Chelan
Valley to the south; the Methow Valley and
Cascades to the west; and the Coulee Corridor
carved by the Missoula floods to the East.

Driving
From the North:
From Canada, travel south on US‐97 until you
arrive in Pateros
From the South:
From Tri‐cities and Yakima areas, travel north on
I‐82 and then US‐97 until you arrive in Pateros
From the East:
From Spokane area travel east on US‐2 and WA‐
174 to WA‐17, then travel north to connect with
US‐97. Pateros is 11 miles south on US‐97.
From the West:
From I‐5 corridor travel east on US‐2 or I‐90 to
US‐97. Then travel north to Pateros

Travel map to Pateros

Traveling by Bus
Greyhound.com

Appleline.us

Okanogantransit.com

Traveling by Rail or Air
Amtrak to Wenatchee
Daily commercial airline flights to Pangborn
Memorial Airport East Wenatchee

It is possible to fly into Pateros. Here is a US Forest Service, Aero‐
Flite’s Tanker 260, a CL‐415 water scooper, on Lake Pateros, filling
the 1,600‐gallon tank for fire suppression.
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RECREATION IN PATEROS
Pateros is a great place to visit and fun place to
play on the lake. Unlike, busy Lake Chelan, 20
minutes to the south, Pateros is a sleepy little
town where families come to relax and unwind.
Pateros
has
two
water‐front
hotels,
public/private RV campsites with full hookups.

Pateros has five parks with access to the Methow
and Columbia rivers for hand‐powered
watercraft like kayaks and waterboards and
motor‐powered boats. The parks offer swim
beaches, walking trails, and picnic facilities.
Pateros parks welcomes the day‐user, the
weekend camper, and the resident hosting a
family reunion. Explore, play, and stay in
Pateros.
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PATEROS
RECREATION BASECAMP
FOR OKANOGAN COUNTRY
Pateros is the gateway to Okanogan Country and the
ideal place to set up camp or rent a room. With two
hotels, restaurants, bakery, and saloon. Pateros is the
perfect place to sleep, eat, and relax between all the
recreation excursions found in the region.

SUMMER FUN IN THE OKANOGAN
3,000 miles of trails
200 high mountain lakes
400 lowland lakes
2 wilderness areas
3 scenic byways
3 million acres of public lands.

WINTER ADVENTURE IN THE
OKANOGAN

Headed to the Fishing Hole – Salmon, Steelhead, Bass, or Trout

Checkout OkanoganCountry.com for more info
about: State parks; fishing, boating &
watersports; historical & cultural stops; scenic
byways; golfing & gambling; ag tourism, wineries
& breweries; trails & wildlife viewing.

303 KM Groomed Nordic Ski Trails
380 acres Alpine Ski runs
33.6 km Snowshoes Trails
800+ miles Snowmobile Trails & Roads
11 winter Fishing Lakes
300,000 acres Heli Ski Accessible
Backcountry
1 Ice Skate & Sports Rink
3 Sleigh Ride/Stagecoach Companies
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HUNTING
More than three‐quarters of the land base in the western two‐thirds of Okanogan County is public
ownership and offers extensive hunting access. Game is plentiful and dispersed throughout the area for
most of the year. The western two‐thirds of the County, stretches from the Okanogan River to the Pacific
Crest. It lies on the east slope of the Cascade Range and is dominated by mountainous terrain that gets
more rugged as you move from east to west. Vegetation in this portion of the district ranges from
desert/shrub steppe at its lowest elevations, like Pateros, elevation 783 to various types of conifer forests
(2 miles outside Pateros), culminating in alpine tundra on the higher peaks, which top out at almost 9,000
feet. Bigelow Mountain, elevation 8,460 ft, is just 24‐
miles, as the crow flies, to the north east, looking over
Lake Chelan.

IN THE OKANOGAN/PATEROS AREA
The Okanogan is known for its large Mule deer, and
has the largest migratory herd in the State. The County
has significant population of White‐tailed deer, Black
bear and cougar. Also found within the region is elk,
moose, mountain goat, and bighorn sheep.
Lake Pateros is in the migratory path of significant
numbers of waterfowl. Healthy populations of upland
birds like, quail, grouse, dove, and turkey can be found
For more info: Check out Washington Department of Fish
throughout the county.
and Wildlife "District 6 Hunting Prospects"

FISHING
Okanogan Country and Pateros offers some of the best fishing opportunities found anywhere. Not only
are there many Trout, Bass, and Walley waters, but rivers that provide some of the best Steelhead,
sockeye and King Salmon fishing in the state. No matter what your family and friends are looking for, you
can find it all in Okanogan Country.
Some of the best fishing in the Okanogan Country is found right on Lake Pateros. A large annual salmon
derby is held on the Lake Pateros with one of the best catch rates of any salmon derby in the state. The
Chief Joseph Hatchery at the upper reach of Lake Pateros releases
almost 3 million salmon a year.
Lake Pateros also hosts the, very popular, Ray Stanley Memorial Bass
Tourney during the City’s annual Apple Pie Jamboree festival in July.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife; wdfw.wa.gov
Ray Stanley Memorial Bass Tournament;
www.facebook.com/Raystanleymemorialbasstournament
Okanogan Country; OkanoganCountry.com

Bass caught in Lake Pateros at the Ray
Stanley Memorial Bass Tourney in Pateros
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
STARR ROAD DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City of Pateros owns 16‐acres south of town, and is inviting
development plans. Below is an example layout of how the property
could be used. The City is actively seeking a developer or investor that
is interested in bringing jobs to Pateros. The City is willing to negotiate
very favorable terms to further business development at this site.
The property has potential for industrial development, with road
access, electric, and fiber on the east side of property. The property
has been annexed into the City limits, so all permitting will be managed
through the City. The City has access to State and Federal business
development programs and is ready to assist qualifying projects.

Please call to chat, inquire, or float your proposal to City Hall
(509) 923‐2571; or email paterosparks@outllook.com
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LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY IN PATEROS

Image of Starr Road Development Property look back toward Pateros. (Fully developed residential sites available across the street. Walk to work)

DOWNTOWN OPPORTUNITIES
The downtown business district has many
opportunities for the entrepreneur. The City
recently sold 8 parcels in the downtown, which is
being developed into commercial rental space on
the bottom floor and apartments upstairs. The
City is eager to assist incoming business. The City
is agile in addressing needs and has created
flexible zoning to meet a wide variety of
businesses. The City proper is a federally
designated “Opportunity Zone”, so investment
into Pateros has great tax incentives.

THINK BEYOND YOUR FOOTPRINT
AND
CAPITALIZE ON CITY INFRASTRUCTURE






Contact a local Real Estate broker or City Hall
about availability and your specific needs.



Time is the new money

1,700 square feet of public plaza zoned to allow
for outdoor café style dining and alcohol sales.
100s of free, city‐owned parking stalls
The downtown has water and sewer capacity
for all of your business needs. Low electrical
rates and access to high‐speed fiber.
Over 5‐acres of waterfront park and public
space connected to the downtown business
plaza by an outdoor entertainment venue.
Infrastructure to host festivals, markets,
vendors, and people.

‐Richard Branson

In the heart of downtown Pateros, a new entertainment pavilion has been built for music and festivals. The new pavilion is designed to be
the center of street fairs, art and craft shows, food festivals, and outdoor markets that spill out onto the downtown business plaza.
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Establish a creative vendor and
dining market that spills outside
during spring, summer & fall.

Pateros main street and business core is a
public plaza, surrounded by free parking
"Old" grocery store property has City parking and is adjacent to entertainment pavilion. The building is across the street from the
waterfront park and is ideal for summer rentals, wine tasting or brewery with outdoor dining. Also has offices adjacent to the pedestrian
plaza (The Pateros Main Street) and is designated the Central Business District zone. See Pateros Municipal Code at Pateros.com Chptr 17.

Recreation, agriculture and fruit, and the
hospitality industry are the drivers of our
local economy.

Literally, live where you work – Pateros
allows second floor living.

The City of Pateros has, since 2014,
invested over 8 million in public
infrastructure to support local commerce
Business Support Services:
Economic Alliance
economic‐alliance.com

Contact: Roni Holder‐Diefenbach
Executive Director
rholderdiefenback@economic‐alliance.com
(509) 826‐5107

In sight of the lake, these businesses (real estate, sewing shop, auto
body, hotel, foundry, and fur‐trader) line Lakeshore Drive, are part of
Mixed‐Use zoning and offer greater flexibility in business opportunities.

Setup your dream
outback sporting
goods market.

Not into the café? How about a pub?
Business space available for sale or lease. Visible from US‐97
and views of Lake Pateros.

Properties available on the pedestrian plaza with views to the park and
lake and outdoor dining opportunities.
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SERVICES
BROADBAND SERVICE & PROVIDERS
okpudfiber.org

EDUCATION

WATER/SEWER/TRASH
City of Pateros
113 Lakeshore
Drive, PO Box 8,
Pateros, WA 98846;
(509) 923‐2571
pateros.com

HEALTHCARE

344 W Beach Street; (509)923‐2751
Pateros.org

Confluence Health
Confluencehealth.org

ELECTRIC
Okanogan County PUD

101 S. Bridge Street, PO
Box 187
Brewster, WA 98812; (509)
689‐2502

Family Health Centers
myfamilyhealth.org

In the background is Goat Mountain, (“Billygoat” by the locals) elevation 5203 feet. Okanogan County is rugged, and steamboats and wagon were
the original transport of cargo into the Okanogan. The rail arrived in Pateros in 1914 and with it the County's first automobiles. Pateros still has a
working switchyard, and the Cascade and Columbia River line, operated by G&W, hauls agricultural products, lumber and forest products, mineral
and stone, and petroleum products between Canada and Wenatchee.
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